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Symbolism in the short story "The Lottery" 
[bookmark: _GoBack]“The Lottery” is a short story by Shirley Jackson. It was published in New York in 1948, and it is a very well know story in not only American literature but also in American culture. In this story, Shirley Jackson has portrayed some aspects of inhuman acts trough violence. The story touches more about human capacity as far as violence is concerned. However, the violence is couched in a way that seems to appeal to both social order and tradition. Symbolism is one a major stylistic devices that Shirley Jackson used in her work to express different ideas in the short story “ The Lottery”
Nearly most elements in this story reveal some ideas that Shirley Jackson intends to explore; hence, the symbolism makes her story more interesting. To begin with, “The Lottery” is symbolic. It shows how traditions are being adhered to blindly. It represents traditions and rituals that drive society. It also represents ideas, actions, and behaviors of this community as passed from generation to generation, and as such, they are community accepts and follows them without questioning (Shields 411). For instance, the story shows that in June, the villagers are very loyal to Lottery, and the know lottery has faded and changed for some years. Still, they continue and obey it since LotteryLottery has been there and holds it as tradition. Now the result of this culture makes most of the people to be parties to murder.  I tend to think that the LotteryLottery, in this case, is to the extremes, and such it is a reflection of what future generations will face is such traditions are not addressed or questioned critically.
The black box in this story has been used to portray symbolic purposes. The "Black" in this lottery box is a physical representation of how people in the village are wrapped into Lottery’s tradition (Cleveland 199).   First of all, the black box represents townsfolk and their importance in society. Literary, they see the box as traditions as well as LotteryLottery in general. There is a strong belief that the black box has woods shards, and this is linked to the original box of their forefathers/ ancestors. The story claim that this black box is made from an old black one filled with similar residues from the past, and as such, it is clear that the original meaning of real connection to Lottery is not being seen. The stoning is symbolic in this story. The author uses stoning that is an old form of execution and more symbolic as it connects people because of its prevalence in the Bible. For example, the First Christian martyr was stoned to his death. In this case, stoning represents executing the innocent. Stones in the story stand to be a symbol of murder weapons and violent rituals in society (Cleveland 199). 
Conclusion
To sum up, Shirley Jackson seems to be a more symbolic story that is seen by the use of stoning and Black Box. The Title itself “The lottery” is symbolic as it represents unquestionable rituals and traditions in the society. The black box symbolizes people in the village who blindly follow tradition.  Finally, stoning represents violence and the use of weapons to execute humans.
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